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1. On 24 July 1948 the homes of the following Irotestant pastors were searched
by egents of the militie and the pastors themselves arrested:

Reve Yanko Nikolov Ivanov, Superintendent of the Methodist-Churéh;
Kov. Nikola liohailov of the loosl Bapbist Church; ‘

Rev. Emanual Manolov of the‘ Punf.acost Church;

Rev, Harlen Popov of the’ Pentecost Church;

Rev., George Tchernev of the Pentecost Church; ‘

Rev. Ivan Zarev of the Pemtecost Church;

‘Rev, Dimiter Matheev of the Free Protestant Church.

2. Rev. Ziaphov of the Conrregational Church made a statement before local au-
thorities that his church is not supported in any vay by assistance from the
United States; he vas not taken inte custody.

3o  All these ministers werc accused of espionage and "eurrency irrepgularities”,
which charge consisted of accusing the Bulparian elergymen of permitting
funds to be reised in American congregations but keeping the funds on deposit
in the United States.

4.  Methodist Church members advise that local Comrmnists will tale over the church
property for use ds a Fatherland Front headquarters. Allegedly, the church
building is actually American proporty and is ovned by the Methodist Board,
155th Avenue, New York. ‘
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